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Getting Ready to Get Ready





Earlier this week my son Aaron emailed to ask me 


if anything out of the ordinary was going on in my life,  


I responded, “Advent is beginning this Sunday, so I'm 


getting ready to ... wait ... getting ready to get ready ...”  


Getting ready to get ready?  How do you do that?  How do you wait well?  The season of Advent has taught me to wait expectantly and to anticipate the extraordinary. In the context of the ordinary, God shows up and God moves in.  God was the first sponsor of the “Occupy Movement!” In fact, the Gospel claims that the Word became flesh and dwelt (literally – tented) among us.  And remember, Jesus’ tent is peg-less as He is the Way, a movement that can’t be pegged down.


Over the last month we have prayed in our worship services, “Come, Lord and abide; in your temple reside.  We are your temple today ... Come and dwell in your people.” We anticipate daily that we will incarnate Christ in the world, wherever we are and wherever we go.  These expressions and longings dovetail (interesting word) with a process to which we have been committed for some time.  A resource has become available to us to strengthen our resolve to re/present the redeeming love of Jesus, a growing edge facet of our mission.  


The Tangible Kingdom, a book co-written by the keynote speaker at last spring’s Convention Assembly, Hugh Halter, challenges ‘the churched’ to follow Jesus into the spaces outside the church where the Spirit of God is at work. Yes, the temple was important in the Gospel story, but God would not be confined there. Jesus’ mission and ministry, the mission and ministry to which we are enjoined for the most part moved in and through the marketplaces, the seaside and hillside, in and out of the boat, at the wedding feast and table of the tax collector.


Hugh Halter and Matt Smay, were besieged with requests for a resource that could help folks and their communities practice the ideas and principles outlined in The Tangible Kingdom. They responded with an “eight-week guide to incarnational community” called The Tangible Kingdom Primer.  I am looking for at least 12 people who will join me in an eight week, daily exercise/study based on the Tangible Kingdom beginning the second week of January.  I plan on meeting with two groups; a Wednesday afternoon group and a Thursday evening group.  If you are willing to risk having your spiritual sensitivity stoked and your perspective about church challenged please see me and talk to me about it.  


Until then, I hope we make room throughout our Advent events, activities and celebrations to welcome God’s Christmas occupation.


Peace Out, Al








Community


Christmas Dinner














December 25th at 4 p.m.


Calvary serves Christmas dinner to our community on Christmas day. Head elf Marlene does an outstanding job, but needs help. It doesn’t necessarily mean working on Christmas Day — but you are welcome to — (shopping, preparing, setting up, etc). Please contact Marlene Ronson at 416 699 7517 or d.ronson@sympatico.ca.
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Did You Know …





Love, Prayers & Sympathy





The church family send their love, prayers and sympathy to James Organ whose father, Robert Muller Organ, passed away in England on October 11th.





Love, prayers and sympathy to Kathie Collins-Williams whose nephew, Jamie Sweenie, of Stoney Plain, Alberta, passed away November 15th. An interment of ashes took place in Toronto November 26th.


 


Allan Ferguson, a long-time member of Calvary passed away Tuesday, November 15th. A Memorial Service was held Friday, December 2nd. To his children Gail, Barbara and Donald we send our love, prayers and sympathy. Jean, Allan’s wife, passed away some time ago. They were both active in the life of our Church for many years.





A New Address





Olga & Floyd Armstrong, who have lived in Pickering for many years, have moved to Keswick, Ontario, to a Retirement Home.  Their new address is – Olga & Floyd Armstrong, Cedarvale Lodge Retirement Community, 121 Morton Avenue, Suite 224, Keswick, Ontario L4P 3M5. Our church family sends their love and prayers to Olga and Floyd as they settle into a new residence. Both Olga and Floyd were very active in the ministry of our Church.





Our Prayer Shawl Ministry





Our love and prayers were sent with a Prayer Shawl recently given to Diane Houzer to present to her mother-in-law who is ill.  The Prayer Shawl Ministry is an ongoing outreach of our Church.





     Choir Notes     


                           Successful Sound/Praise Team Session


    On the afternoon of Saturday, November 


     26th, a number of folks gathered from the    


           Shiloh and Calvary churches to further 


      develop our skills on the church's 


 		   sound system. We spent the afternoon setting up equipment, playing and singing music, and listening to and adjusting the quality of the sounds produced by the Praise Team. Thanks to all who contributed yummy food for the potluck we shared afterward, and to Victoria Drysdale who oversaw the meal preparation while the team worked together in the sanctuary. I'd like to extend a special thank you to Kent Faulkner as he continued to carefully teach us more about the sound system as we are becoming more technologically comfortable!


Remember, there’s still room for more people on the Sound Team, and training is amply provided. Please speak to anyone on the Sound Team if you are interested in learning more about it.


Please be aware that the Sound Team adjusts the sound during the service according to levels within the "normal" hearing range. If your hearing is outside this range, you’ll need an assistive device. Please wear it/turn it on during the service so you don't miss out on all the good things that are happening!  





Christmas Choir Continues


Christmas choir practices are underway on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the church, and we are pleased to have some additional singers (both men and women) during the Advent season. Christmas choir practices will continue on December 7th and December 14th and we look forward to the annual Candlelight service on the evening of Sunday, December 18th.  It is always a special evening of joy and music as we focus on the re-telling of the story of the birth of our Saviour.


The ambiance of the Candlelight service is very beautiful with the many lit candelabras, but the choir has often experienced difficulty reading their music because the lighting is quite dim. As a result, I am looking into music-stand lights for the choir to eliminate the guesswork required to read the music on that evening!


Organ Sessions


This past summer I had hoped to take a few organ lessons to become more comfortable with the unique Casavant organ that Calvary enjoys, but was unable to locate a teacher. This fall I was at a music teacher's workshop and one of the presenters, Gerald Martindale, was an organ teacher. Gerald graciously agreed to come to the church to give me a few lessons at the pipe organ, and I have found these lessons this month extremely beneficial!  Thank you, Gerald!		      Director of Music Sheelah Saunders























Remember you can use the alphabetical cubbies in the foyer to send Christmas Cards to friends at Calvary.














Toronto Star Christmas 


Boxes


Santa’s workshop arrived in the 


church gym on 


Thursday, December 1st  


with over 1,500 Star 


Christmas boxes. Darlene Kelley has organized the boxes by family and route – all that’s left is delivering. 





Join Santa’s reindeers in this special task. It will put you firmly on the “Nice” list! Helpers are needed as drivers or runners for as many or few packages as can be delivered. Call Darlene at 416 829 8113 to let her know when you will be helping.








Our Christmas Fair


Our Fair this year was a success. We expanded the homemade food area and the baking, the jams and frozen meat pies sold well. Thankfully there was one pie remaining at the end of the day … for me. 


Even though we advertised this event more than in the past, we didn’t attract as many shoppers as previously. Therefore, our gift items and crafts didn’t sell as well as expected.  Two of our committee will be taking some items to a couple of their other groups to help boast our sales. We expect that when all the tallies are in we will have raised $2,500.


Thanks to all those of you who helped by organizing, baking, donating items, by setting up, by working at the sale and by shopping. A special thanks to Eileen Kelly, Carol Carney, Cynthia Sneyd, Dianne Roberts, Vic Drysdale and our custodian Jim.    


                           Rick Moore, Coordinator





Moderator’s Message





I had been thinking about an appropriate message for this time of year, and found myself reading the Christmas story as told in Luke 2: 1 – 20 from the King James version.  I found it quite peaceful and reassuring, as follows:





And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all went out to be taxed, every one into his own city.  


And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.


And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 


And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them; and they were afraid.  


And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.


For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 


And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.


And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying.


Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 


And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.  


And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph and the babe lying in a manger.


And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 


And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.


But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.  


And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
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Poetry Corner


“Christmas Joy” 					           by Jim Smiley





Christmas Joy is Jesus; let’s celebrate His birth 


From the Father’s love from up above; came the blessed babe to earth. 


Come kneel beside the manger. Raise your hands and praise the Lord! 


And may you feel His joy in your heart now and forever more.


Christmas Joy is Jesus; oh what a beautiful day. 


May His presence fill your life with peace born this Christmas Day.


Behold, our Saviour’s with us. Let’s everyone rejoice


And spread the news of Jesus. Come one and all in a beautiful voice.


Christmas Joy is Jesus; may we be thankful, everyone


For our Father high in heaven has shown us His Holy Son!


His gift of peace is with us. May we treasure Him today and give thanks; 


To the Lord everywhere adored born this Christmas Day. Amen








Upcoming Events





Sun. Dec. 4th – Star Tree Service





Carolfest, Toronto Baptist Ministries' annual Christmas music at Yorkminster Baptist 4:30 p.m.





Tues. Dec. 13th – Mission Team 7:15 p.m.





Sun. Dec. 18th – Candlelight Carol Service 7:30 p.m. followed by desserts





Sat. Dec. 24th – Communion Service 7:30 p.m.





Sun. Dec. 25th – Christmas Service


Christmas Community Dinner 4 p.m.





Sat. December 31st – New Year’s at Ganaraska Woods





Sunday, January 22nd – Annual Blessings Review Potluck Huddle after the service (2012 budget)


 


Wed. afternoon/Thurs. evening January 11th/12th – The Tangible Kingdom Primer Series begins





Movember Thank You





I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the folks who supported men's health and my Movember efforts. I'm not quite sure where the moustache is heading, but I will keep it in its current form until December 4th for all to view and review.  Thanks again for you generous support.			    Sandy Drysdale





Give a Gift of Hope This Christmas 


�With Canadian Baptist Ministries Gift Catalogue. Each unique gift provides a life-changing opportunity for children and families in need around the world. For you, it’s an opportunity to show your love to friends and family in a way that is truly meaningful – by giving a gift that brings hope. A gift that will be treasured. Watch for catalogues in the church office, or go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.cbmin.org/cbm/gift-catalogue" �www.cbmin.org/cbm/gift-catalogue�.
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       December 


       Birthdays





1	Sharon Mole


3  	Rob Farrant, 


Rick Moore


4	Debbie Callan


9	Andy Callan,


	Margaret Nortmann


10	Lynn Doyle


13	Jenna Hauzer


15	Ann Moore


Henry Condie


18 	Mary Kozak,


	Hugh McCrone


23	Amanda Kelley


24	Carol Carney


25	Jesus
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